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Amendmen t* to the Claims: 

This listing will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the application: 
Listing of Claims: 

Claim 1 (Currently amended): A method of preventing defective germination and defective rosette 
formation of a plant seed which tends to suffer from defective germination and defective rosette 
formation during growth thereof comprising the steps of: 

a) leaving theplantseed to stand inahighly watery condition at a low temperature in a dark 
place for aperiod of time of from several days to several months to inhihit defective germination and 
defective rosette formation of the plant seed, the dark place heing sufficiently dark to prevent the 
plant seed from germinating; and 

b) drying meplant seed mad^^ 

ggrminaung, said dnnna takes place immediately after leaving the plant seed to stand in the highly 
watery condition at the low temperature in a dark place, b ofui o the ooodb aum m active, the rinr Y 
place b e ing ouffioiontly dark to provont the plant se e d from gormin nr m g ; 

wherein in the step a) of leaving the plant seed in a highly watery condition the plant seed is 
immersed in water at a temperature of from 0 °C to 15 °C. 
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Claims 2 and 3 (Canceled) 

Claim 4 (Currently amended): A method of preventing ayeas^fdefective gemination 
anddefectiverosettefo^ 

aadA* defective rosette formation during growth thereof comprising the steps of: 

a) leaving theplant seed to standin ahighly watery condition at a low temperature in a dark 
place foraperiodoftimeoffiom several days to severalmonths to inmbit defective germinations 
^ddefectiverosetteformationoftheplant seed, the dark place being sufficientiy dark to prevent the 

plant seed from germinating; and 

b) drying trr r'~ A «" ■ *** P 1ace - befnrft thc seB(l beCQme ' 

^ the rto~ seed ^ germing said d rying takes place immediately after leaving 

the plant seed to stand in the highly watery condition at the low temperature in a dark place, before 
U m uto d bocomo* q ul i m , fee dnri r p 1r.ru being uufl l rinntl y rl u i l lu uim i ** rnnrt fr o m 



wherein in the step a) of leaving the plant seed in a highly watery condition the plant seed is 
exposed to an enviroimienttevmg a relative huim^ 
to 15 °C. 

Claim 5 (Currently amended): Amethod of preventing defective ger««atie» rosette formation of a 
plant seed which tends to suffer from defective rosette formation during growth thereof comprising 
the steps of: 

3 
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a) leaving the plant seed to stand in a highly watery condition at a low temperature in a dark 
place for a period of time of from several day S to several months to inhibit defective rosette 
formation of the plant seed, the dark place being sufficiently dark to prevent the plant seed from 
germinating; and 

b) drying th r plant seed in , dark ~W before the seed becomes active, being sufficiently 
dark to prevent the nW segd from geminating said drying takes place immediately after leaving 
the plant seed to stand in the highly watery condition at the low temperature in a dark place, before 
Om L oc d b cnnm r- asti fa* f**» ** * * ^ffi ninnt ty du i k lu p u , unl l l.n H in t n nnrl from 
f ul minating, 

wherein in the step a) of leaving the plant seed in a highly watery condition the plant seed is 
immersed in water at a temperature of from 0 °C to 1 5 °C 
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